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26 July 2021 

 

Attention: Neighbourhood Planning Brisbane (Nathan, Salisbury, Moorooka Neighbourhood Plan) 

Brisbane City Council 

GPO Box 1434 

Brisbane QLD 4001 

neighbourhood_planning@brisbane.qld.gov.au 

SUBMISSION TO DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STRATEGY 

About us 

The Southern Brisbane Suburban Forum (SBSF, “The Forum”) is a local volunteer organisation that has been 

formed to give a democratic voice to the local community. The forum creates the opportunity for a collective 

discussion and narrative for local stakeholders to drive to desired changes to their suburbs. 

Our membership comprises local residents, community action groups, local businesses owners and a variety 

of professionals including town planners, local historians, engineers and environmental scientists.  

In contrast to other similar groups such as the Suburban Alliance our entire membership (100%) consists of 

people who live and/or work within the local government areas of Brisbane’s southern suburban footprint and 

who are also direct constituents of the relevant local ward Councillor/s who represent them.  

Whilst the contributions of the Suburban Alliance are useful, it is important to point out that they are a peak 

industry advocacy group who were heavily involved in the initial stages of the development of this draft 

strategy. Their membership includes Lend Lease, the Port of Brisbane Corporation, Consolidated Properties, 

Alceon Advisory and Investment, Avid Property Group, NivCorp Property Finance and many other major 

players in the property development industry, all with undeniable commercial interests vested in the outcome. 

Geographically, our suburbs have a critical role in Brisbane City’s future and has diverse assets to be 

enhanced and nurtured with sub-city regional strategic planning – driven by community, with others such as 

governments, business and other organisations. The Forum sees the coming together of people from diverse 

business and community interests to show a cooperative way to create and inform change in partnership with 

different decision makers. 

The Forum aims to encourage local ownership of the desired changes for our suburbs. The Forum is a flexible 

and broad mechanism to identify, discuss and provide resolution on both single and multiple purpose matters. 

Our principles include co-design, co-implementation, inclusive conversation, and action. 

About this submission 

Our submission to this initial draft strategy phase of the Neighbourhood Plan development process 

(Salisbury, Nathan, and Moorooka) is aimed at pointing out at a high-level, a local perspective on the factors 

that should influence the ongoing development of the plan. We intend to provide further detailed submissions 

in future phases, in close consultation with Council and our local stakeholders, as the plan progresses. 

Our initial submission is based on our perspectives and our consultation with the following local stakeholders: 

• Local residents’ action groups (Salisbury Community Action Group and the Moorooka Action Group); 

• Various professional advice (Town Planning, Engineering, Local History etc.); and 

• Local Councillor for the Moorooka Ward (Councillor Steve Griffiths). 

http://www.sbsf.net.au/
mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
mailto:neighbourhood_planning@brisbane.qld.gov.au
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Theme 1: Places for everyone 

Residents of Salisbury, Nathan and Moorooka strongly value the unique aspects of their suburbs that make 

them such special places to live and work. That said, things could always be improved and updated. Existing 

residents are not against development, nor the need to accommodation more residents and business activity. 

However, they are concerned about this being done in such a manner that may threaten the cohesive local 

community, character and surrounding environment that already exists and that is cherished, enjoyed and 

continues to attract so many new families to settle in the area. Infill development activity is already strong. 

The simple fact is that there is going to be significant growth in the area; which is completely justifiable given 

its close proximity to the city, local services and major public transport hubs. 

Only a truly bottom-up consultative process, as opposed to a cynical top-down approach will achieve a 

high-quality outcomes that are socially and environmentally acceptable to the community as a whole. Council 

must consider the needs of future residents and stakeholders, whilst also respecting the existing residents and 

businesses that already occupy the area. 

Otherwise Council risks squandering the opportunity to nurture the character, history, liveability and community 

spirit that makes these suburbs such an integral part of Brisbane’s social fabric for the generations to come. 

Strategy 1.1 Provide greater housing choice 

[“Ensure the plan area has a diversity of homes to meet the needs of the community by 2041”] 

A diversity of housing options are already being developed. Development and subdivision investment is 

already very active throughout Salisbury and Moorooka. A significant number of people are investing heavily 

in development and renovation of character dwellings with the intention of settling long-term, living and working 

and contributing to the local community and raising their families there. These long-term plans need to be 

respected in proposing any unexpected broad-scale planning and zoning changes to the residential footprint. 

[“Investigate opportunities to provide a mix of residential and commercial buildings (up to 8 storeys) 

immediately opposite the Moorooka station”] 

Providing an increased density of housing supply around significant public transport hubs (i.e. “Transport 

Orientated Developments” or TODs) is an established planning principle. However, the scale and extent of 5 

to 8 story medium development indicated for Moorooka in the draft strategy is excessive. There is no 

information as to the numbers of new dwellings anticipated to be required by 2041, to meet imposed “Shaping 

SEQ” state government new dwelling supply targets, and the resultant demand this will have on existing 

infrastructure, services, open space and employment. I think the proposed upzoning goes far beyond what 

can be reasonably expected to be required to accommodate state government mandated density targets. 

Also, some of the areas zoned 5 to 8 stories are in quiet leafy streets with significant streetscape character 

and character housing. Intermixing medium to high rise unit development with character housing results in a 

gradual loss of character and amenity in existing low-medium density (LMR) residential areas, with issues such 

as shading, massive increases in demand for on-street parking and loss of privacy and vegetation in 

backyards. In these areas of Moorooka there is already a lot of densification occurring in a way that is more 

sensitive to retaining the streetscape character, with a mix of small-scale townhouse and unit developments 

occurring on the spaces behind existing character dwellings, which are being retained at the street frontage. 

It would be better to focus the medium to high-rise tower development along the “Magic Mile” stretch along 

Ipswich Road, and in close proximity to the passenger rail station, including behind the station fronting onto 

Fairfield Road. However, this has its challenges as both of these roads are busy arterials, carrying a proportion 

of heavy vehicles. This results in significant safety issues, noise and atmospheric pollution, poor amenity for 

residential development, pedestrians and cyclists currently. Refer to strategies 2.3 & 4.2 for more detail. 

http://www.sbsf.net.au/
mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
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[“Investigate opportunities to provide a mix of residential and commercial buildings (up to 5 storeys) 

immediately opposite the Salisbury station”] 

Unfortunately, a significant amount of the pre-1946 character housing is focussed around the Salisbury railway 

station, particularly on Lillian Road, Henson Road and Blackwood Street. This is a historical relic related to the 

early settlement patterns of the area, covered in books by local historian, Beryl Roberts (“A closer look at 

Salisbury”, “Stories of the southside”, “Naming Brisbane” etc). Many of these dwellings have significant 

character, with many owners investing hundreds of thousands of dollars to renovate the dwellings to a very 

high standard, in keeping with the local character of the area. 

Whilst there is still some opportunity within the immediate vicinity of the rail station for 3 to 5 stories, the area 

is restricted. Please refer to the work done in the submission of local town planner, Chris Fogarty for additional 

detail as well as Appendix A. In addition to the existing character dwellings, road access to Beaudesert Road 

is restricted along Fairlie Terrace via the existing rail level crossing, and Fairlie Terrace is already experiencing 

significant queuing and congestion in the AM peak. An overpass over the rail line, from Lillian Avenue to 

Beaudesert Road, maybe required to improve connectivity and to reduce congestion. 

That said, density does not have to be immediately adjacent to the rail station. There are significant tracts of 

land available in the existing industrial precincts around the Chrome Street and Engineering Street precincts, 

and the community is generally in favour of some rezoning and master-planning of these precincts to allow 

some medium density residential in these areas to support activation of high-quality mixed use development 

in these precincts, similar to what was proposed by the Suburban Alliance in their “Salisbury Reimagined” and 

“Salisbury Reloaded” proposals.  

Council and Translink could look at look at introducing localised bus loops of the suburb (similar to BUZ 

services in the inner city), giving residents of these medium density areas (with good road access to Evans 

Road) and the other surrounding residents good access to commuter rail services. Refer to Strategy 4.1 and 

Appendix B for additional detail. 

[“Investigate opportunities to provide a mix of residential housing types (up to 3 storeys) on blocks which do 

not contain character housing and are within easy walking distance of high frequency bus stops on Lillian 

Avenue and around the Moorvale shopping centre”] 

The Lillian Avenue and Henson Road corridors are the prime character housing and streetscape spines of 

Salisbury. In particular, Lillian Avenue is the premiere streetscape, with elevated aspects, views in all directions 

and access to cool coastal breezes. These features are enjoyed by the entire community, walkers and cyclists 

and is one of the key attractions that brings new residents to the area. The introduction of extensive 3 storey 

unit development along Lillian Avenue, except in isolated pockets where it is appropriate, will negatively impact 

on the outlook and amenity for everybody, and is unlikely to be supported by the broader community,. 

[“New residential buildings close to industrial areas and major road corridors must meet air and noise impact 

criteria”] 

It would be better to focus the medium to high-rise tower development along the “Magic Mile” stretch along 

Ipswich Road, and in close proximity to the passenger rail station, including behind the station fronting onto 

Fairfield Road. However, this has its challenges as both of these roads are busy arterials, carrying a proportion 

of heavy vehicles. This results in significant safety issues, noise and atmospheric pollution, poor amenity for 

residential development, pedestrians and cyclists currently. Refer to strategies 2.3 & 4.2 for more detail. 

Strategy 1.2 Protect neighbourhood character 

[“Investigate and update character protections (including retaining intact streetscapes). Explore the heritage 

and character values of a variety of buildings and precincts developed before, during and after World War II.”] 

mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
http://www.sbsf.net.au/
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The priorities of this draft strategy are wrong. It seems to focus on maximising the “upzoning” of the 

available land for multi-storey construction, as a land grab, with character protection only a mere afterthought. 

The existing historical WWII buildings and pre-1946 character housing is already well known and established 

and Council’s role is primarily to protect and conserve this history and character for future 

generations, then to look for opportunities to increase density. 

Refer to case law of pre 1946 heritage houses versus City Plan (low medium residential) by Philippa England.-

Tod v Brisbane City Council 2003 QPEC 055 p.157. Refer also work done by local historian Beryl Roberts (“A 

closer look at Salisbury”, “Stories of the southside”, “Naming Brisbane” etc) and the submission of local town 

planner, Chris Fogarty for further detail. 

[“Celebrate Salisbury’s significant role in supporting the allied war effort by developing a local history trail.”] 

This initiative is strongly supported. We recommend consulting with local historian Beryl Roberts who has 

studied the history of the area in detail and does walking/history tours of the Chrome Street munitions factory 

precinct, including with student groups from Griffith University and the University of Queensland. 

[“Continue to protect heritage and character through encouraging appropriate adaptations and reuse of existing 

buildings and places.”] 

We think there is an excellent opportunity to incorporate some medium density residential development within 

the Chrome Street and Engineering Street industrial precincts, with a light industrial, knowledge/technology 

precinct, the removal of articulated heavy Multi-Combination Vehicles (MCV) from Evans Road, as part of a 

comprehensive heavy vehicle management plan for the southside. 

Strategy 1.3 Support community life through facilities and services 

[“Continue to support community groups to access Council facilities for meetings, cultural celebrations and 

community gatherings. Encourage local community activities (including festivals and events) to enhance the 

vibrancy of the area. Undertake a review of community facilities in the area.”] 

Moorooka needs a Council Library and the Moorooka Bowls Club needs to be repaired by Council and bought 

back as a community recreational asset. Local Councillor for the Moorooka Ward, Steve Griffiths has been 

advocating for this for a significant length of time. 

[“Support the creative use of Council-owned public space, including parks and reserves, walking trails, and 

laneways.”] 

Strongly supported. There are some excellent opportunities for laneway development around the Chrome 

Street precinct. 

[“Identify opportunities to better connect with the Queensland Sports and Athletics Centre as a key sporting 

destination for the city.”] 

We believe the 2032 Olympic Games presents an opportunity to revitalise the QE2 Stadium/QSAC facility, 

with new athletics track, but a stadium that is rusted and has fallen into disrepair. Its proximity to the adjacent 

Nissan Arena is not being sufficiently utilised as a commercial opportunity or entertainment facility for the 

community. We would love to see a feasibility study as part of the planning for the Olympics by the South-East 

Queensland (SEQ) Mayors to focus on utilising this facility as one of the venues used (perhaps as a warm up 

venue for athletics or for soccer qualifiers?), with perhaps boxing or gymnastics at the Nissan Arena next door. 

It would be good to see a permanent outdoor team sport housed there and the venue updated to be able to 

have music festivals or other entertainment related events. 

Road, active and public transport to the site would need to be improved. This could be done as part of the 

planning for a comprehensive heavy vehicle management plan for the southside, and with our suggestion for 

a truck tunnel under the Brisbane Urban Corridor (BUC) to take trucks off the roads through Nathan, Upper 

http://www.sbsf.net.au/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
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Mount Gravatt (Westfield Garden City) and to provide high frequency bus services (similar to BUZ services in 

inner city areas) that connect the heavy rail at Salisbury Station to the Brisbane Metro at Westfield Garden 

City via QSAC/Nissan Arena, QE2 Hospital, Griffith Uni, Aldi Shops, and a variety of other service centres and 

local suburban areas. 

Strategy 1.4 Making great places 

 [“Encourage new residential, commercial and industrial building designs that improve outlook and interface to 

creeks.”] 

This appears to be a noble aim, but existing residents who own these houses should be considered and treated 

with respect by Council. I refer to local town planner Chris Fogarty’s submission which suggests some 

acquisition of land for open space by council to connect bushland reserves along the creek corridor. 

[“Encourage building design which improves the pedestrian experience along Ipswich Road. Identify place-

making opportunities around Cross River Rail station upgrades at Moorooka and Salisbury.”] 

Ipswich Road is a busy arterial, carrying a proportion of heavy vehicles. This results in significant safety issues, 

noise and atmospheric pollution, poor amenity for residential development, pedestrians and cyclists currently. 

For this reason the forum is advocating for a heavy vehicle management plan to be undertaken (refer 

Appendices A through F for further detail).  

Dedicated pedestrian crossing points are needed, and potentially a pedestrian overpass on Ipswich Road, 

down towards Moorooka Railway Station for Safety. Would recommend a planted median with a barrier fence 

to prevent pedestrians attempting to cross the busy road unsafely, with what has been done along Beaudesert 

Road through the Moorvale shopping precinct as a guide. With removal of trucks as an initial step, would 

support introduction of on-road cycle lanes and upgrading of footpaths and bus-stops. 

[“Encourage non-residential building designs for industrial areas that support industrial investment and 

renewal.”] 

Strongly supported. 

Theme 2: Local industries and employment 

Strategy 2.1 Protect and renew industrial areas and enable a range of industries to continue to thrive 
and evolve 

[“Retain industrial land to maintain Salisbury and Moorooka’s key role in providing for service industry and 

manufacturing uses as part of the South West Industrial Gateway.”] 

Supported, but we support removal of heavy road freight in the form of Multi-Combination Vehicles (MCV) from 

Evans Road through Salisbury as part of a comprehensive heavy vehicle management plan for the southside. 

In the South West Industrial Gateway (SWIG) review, Council should consider moving heavy industry, 

warehousing and logistics away from the Evans Road / Muriel Avenue Industrial area out to the areas around 

Archerfield, Pallara, Rocklea, Darra and Richlands and eventually further out to areas like Heathwood, 

Larapinta, Berrinba, Meadowbrook and even Bromelton. 

The Chrome Street and Engineering Precincts in particular should be down-zoned to light commercial/mixed 

used with a mixture of community uses, office space, knowledge precincts, artisans, intermixed with 

entertainment (e.g. open air markets, craft breweries, cinemas, dining) and medium density residential. This 

would greatly improve entertainment options in the area and a residential supply to rejuvenate these local 

enterprises and business activity. There is an opportunity to integrate this with the WWII history walk and 

retention of heritage saw-tooth workshops. We think the area justifies a thorough masterplan exercise. 

http://www.sbsf.net.au/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
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[“Identify and facilitate renewal of underused industrial sites to support new economic opportunities. Ensure 

large industrial buildings are designed to support the changing needs of industrial businesses over time.”] 

See response to questions above 

[“Improve services, amenities and active transport connections in industrial areas (including streetscape and 

open space improvements) to help attract and retain workers.”] 

There are some major transport infrastructure bottlenecks that restrict access. In particular, the low clearance 

height and flooding issues on Muriel Avenue off the Magic Mile at Moorooka is a major bottleneck. 

Strategy 2.2 Foster the area’s knowledge and technology precincts and support new and emerging 
industries 

[“Support opportunities to grow the area’s knowledge and technology precincts and allow them to intensify 

over time. Promote opportunities to manufacture new products and support emerging niche industries. 

Facilitate partnerships and space-sharing opportunities with community groups, private industry, the university, 

hospitals, and commercial developers.”] 

This initiative is supported. 

[“Support the continued evolution of the Chrome Street into a vibrant community hub for artisans, innovators 

and creative enterprises, where suitable for co-location with industry”] 

This initiative is supported. 

Strategy 2.3 Reimagine the Moorooka Magic Mile 

[“Investigate opportunities for renewal of the Moorooka Magic Mile (part of Ipswich Road) to become an 

attractive urban destination for new businesses as part of a mixed residential and commercial precinct 

immediately opposite the station (up to 8 storeys).”] 

Urban renewal the “Magic Mile” stretch along Ipswich Road, and in close proximity to the passenger rail station, 

including behind the station fronting onto Fairfield Road has its challenges as both of these roads are busy 

arterials, carrying a proportion of heavy vehicles. This results in significant safety issues, noise and 

atmospheric pollution, poor amenity for residential development, pedestrians and cyclists currently. For this 

reason the forum is advocating for a heavy vehicle management plan to be undertaken (refer Appendices A 

through F for further detail).  

Also need dedicated pedestrian crossing points, and potentially a pedestrian overpass on Ipswich Road, down 

towards Moorooka Railway Station for Safety. Would recommend a planted median with a barrier fence to 

prevent pedestrians attempting to cross the busy road unsafely, with what has been done along Beaudesert 

Road through the Moorvale shopping precinct as a guide. With removal of trucks as an initial step, would 

support introduction of on-road cycle lanes and upgrading of footpaths and bus-stops. 

Strategy 2.4 Encourage the continued operation and revitalisation of local centres and shops 

[“Consider the suitability of existing centres for local healthcare services with particular focus on Nathan and 

Moorooka.”] 

With QE2 hospital nearby on Kessels Road, would support opportunities to improve local healthcare services 

(GP’s / Pharmacies / Blood Testing and Imaging services) in a precinct to be located somewhere nearby to 

the Aldi Supermarket shops on Orange Grove Road, where street access and parking allows. 

[“Investigate the need for a new, small hub with offices, shops, cafés and educational facilities near the 

upgraded Salisbury train station (up to 5 storeys with residential uses).”] 

http://www.sbsf.net.au/
mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
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Some additional services in this area would be an improvement but demand and accessibility for them 

immediately adjacent to the Salisbury Rail Station is limited. Expanding shops and offices more around the 

Chrome Street and Engineering Street precincts, along Lillian Avenue near the school, near to the Ballistic 

Brewery and in the vicinity of the Ainsworth Shops would achieve better patronage. 

[“Seek cost-effective ways to celebrate and support existing centres, including Moorvale shops. For example, 

activating shops and public spaces with pop-up art exhibitions and markets.”] 

Sounds like a good idea. 

Theme 3: A grid of green and blue 

Strategy 3.1 Creeks and their corridors 

[“Encourage people to visit creeks and waterways by improving access to these areas and providing for some 

small-scale cafes in appropriate locations.”] 

This appears to be a noble aim, but existing residents who own these houses should be considered and treated 

with respect by Council. I refer to local town planner Chris Fogarty’s submission which suggests some 

acquisition of land for open space by council to connect bushland reserves along the creek corridor. 

[“Encourage new building design to orientate or face waterways through building design (including windows, 

decks and balconies to overlook creeks).”] 

New buildings yes, but respect and consult with existing property owners. 

[“Continue to support community groups to restore local creeks, waterways and bushland reserves.”] 

Strongly supported. Recommend reaching out to Rocky Waterholes Environment Group, Oxley Creek 

Catchment Association (OCCA) and others. 

Strategy 3.2 Make it more enjoyable to walk and cycle around the area 

[“Transform Lillian Avenue into a shady main street ”] 

Strongly supported. 

[“Support the development of subtropical boulevards along Beaudesert Road, Evans Road, Toohey Road and 

Orange Grove Road.”] 

Strongly supported. If there is to be 5 to 8 storey residential towers and mixed use development along “Magic 

Mile” stretch on Ipswich Road, Moorooka then need a comprehensive heavy vehicle management plan to deal 

with the large number of trucks that roar through there. Also need dedicated pedestrian crossing points, and 

potentially a pedestrian overpass on Ipswich Road, down towards Moorooka Railway Station for Safety. Would 

recommend a planted median with a barrier fence to prevent pedestrians attempting to cross the busy road 

unsafely, with what has been done along Beaudesert Road through the Moorvale shopping precinct as a guide. 

With removal of trucks as an initial step, would support introduction of on-road cycle lanes and upgrading of 

footpaths and bus-stops. 

[“Facilitate the creation of shadeways connecting walkers and cyclists to key local destinations including 

Salisbury and Moorooka train stations, shops and green space.”] 

Strongly supported. 

[“Plant trees in industrial areas to improve amenity and provide shade. Survey the area to identify significant 

landscape trees which may require statutory protection.”] 

Strongly supported. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
http://www.sbsf.net.au/
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Strategy 3.3 Conserve wildlife habitat 

[“Investigate opportunities for wildlife to move safely along corridors and through Brisbane’s urban forest.”] 

Strongly supported. 

[“Explore land tenure options to further protect wildlife habitat adjoining Toohey Forest.”] 

Strongly supported. 

Strategy 3.4 Improve the area’s recreation and open space network 

[“Explore opportunities to connect parkland along Rocky Waterholes Creek to create a green spine from 

Toohey Forest to Rocklea train station.”] 

Strongly supported. 

[“Investigate the need for new public open space close to Salisbury or Moorooka train stations and key 

neighbourhood centres.”] 

Strongly supported. 

[“Investigate opportunities to enable greater community use of parks through new facilities or by activating 

these spaces with free or low-cost activities for people of all ages and abilities.”] 

Strongly supported. 

Theme 4: Connecting places and spaces 

Strategy 4.1 Safely connect pedestrians and cyclists to public transport, services and employment 

 [“Investigate options to improve pedestrian connections to schools, Griffith University, QEII Jubilee Hospital, 

parks and centres.”] 

Strongly supported. 

[“Identify priority locations for mid-block crossings along busy roads to make it easier and safer to access 

transport, services and shops.”] 

Two particularly pressing needs are dedicated pedestrian crossings of Ipswich Road along the Moorooka 

(likely a pedestrian overpass required down towards Moorooka Railway Station, and the likely requirement for 

a rail overpass connecting Lillian Avenue to Beaudesert Road, near to Salisbury Railway Station. 

Also there is a trouble pedestrian crossing on Orange Grove Road in “no mans” land between the lights at the 

Aldi Supermarket and Henson Road, that is dangerous and unsignalised. It needs to be addressed by Council. 

Simon Cole ran a small poll on the Salisbury Community Grapevine Facebook page. Refer Appendix A. 

Strategy 4.2 Facilitate active recreation across the area 

[“Explore options for incorporating safe cycling facilities, without impacting efficient access to properties, along 

Ipswich Road.”] 

Agreed. Need a heavy vehicle management plan to deal with trucks first. 

[“Investigate options to complete the main north-south cycle route through the area, from Salisbury Recreation 

Reserve through to Riawena Road.”] 

Good idea. 

[“Investigate options for improving pedestrian connectivity at both ends of Lillian Avenue from Orange Grove 

Road through to west of Salisbury train station.”] 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/sbsfau/
http://www.sbsf.net.au/
mailto:sbsf.communityforum@gmail.com
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There is a trouble pedestrian crossing on Orange Grove Road in “no mans” land between the lights at the Aldi 

Supermarket and Henson Road, that is dangerous and unsignalised. It needs to be addressed by Council. 

Simon Cole ran a small poll on the Salisbury Community Grapevine Facebook page. Refer Appendix A. 

[“Ensure development provides smooth and shady footpaths to promote walking and riding across the area.”] 

Supported. 

Supporting change with infrastructure 

[“Council delivers infrastructure for Brisbane in many ways including capital works programs, infrastructure 

contributions and through development. Infrastructure that Council is responsible for includes local roads, 

public transport (except those under Queensland Government control), active transport, stormwater, parks and 

community facilities.”] 

In order for this neighbourhood plan to be a success, significant coordination is required between Brisbane 

City Council, the community and the State and Federal Government in order to bring forward much needed 

infrastructure. We sincerely hope these negotiations with be fruitful, undertaken in good faith and will not be 

overtly politicised. The community demands and deserves no less. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Max Hooper (CPEng, RPEQ) 

Co-founder, Civil Engineer & Local Resident of nearby Coopers Plains 
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APPENDIX A SALISBURY & MOOROOKA 
HERITAGE, EVANS ROAD INDUSTRIAL 

A.1 Chrome Street and Engineering Street Industrial Precincts 

Based on discussions and community meetings, the local Salisbury Community appear to be broadly 

supportive of introducing some medium density residential into a high-quality master-planned mixed use light 

industrial/commercial/entertainment precinct development in this area, intermixed with a WWII history trail and 

retention of some of the historical “saw-tooth” WWII era industrial warehouses.  

Improved connection from Evans Road industrial area to Salisbury Railway Station can be facilitated by 

extending a road connection from Assembly Street to Kellett Road across Rocky Water Hole and introducing 

a regular bus service, connecting the railway station to the rest of the suburb. 

Some photos are attached below for context. 

Figure 1 Potential Bridge Connection (source: site photo) 
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Figure 2 Engineering Street – Vacant Land for Medium-Density Residential (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 3 McCarthy Road – Vacant Land for Medium-Density Residential (source: site photo) 
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Figure 4 Assembly Street – Road Connection (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 4 Assembly Street Park (source: site photo) 
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Figure 5 Chrome Street – Reload Cafe (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 6 World War II – Saw-Tooth Workshops (source: site photo) 
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Figure 7 World War II – Saw-Tooth Workshops (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 8 Enterprise Street – Southside Guitars (source: site photo) 
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Figure 9 Food Connect (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 10 Salisbury RSL Memorial Park (source: site photo) 
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A.2 Salisbury existing residential area 

As mentioned previously, much of the “up-zoning” for 3 storeys in the Salisbury Residential Areas occurs 

within pre-1946 character residential housing area. Given the availability of other suitable land nearby off the 

Evans Road industrial area for medium density residential housing construction, interspersed with mixed 

used commercial/residential/entertainment/community use development, this destruction is unnecessary. 

The below images reiterate the work done in the submission of local town planner, Chris Fogarty, and are to 

illustrate some of the streetscape and character residential housing that would be unnecessarily destroyed 

by Council’s current draft proposal for “up-zoning” for 3 to 5 storey multi-unit residential development. 

Figure 11 Analysis of Salisbury Pre-1946 Housing (source: Chris Fogarty, Town Planner submission) 
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Figure 12 Potential Alternate Zoning Proposal for Salisbury (source: Chris Fogarty, Town Planner) 

 

Figure 13 Salisbury – Typical Splitter In-fill Development (source: site photo) 
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Figure 14 Hedge Espresso – Lillian Avenue (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 15 Indicative Salisbury Character Housing (source: site photo) 
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Figure 16 Indicative Salisbury Character Housing Renovation (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 17 Indicative Salisbury Residential Streetscape (source: site photo) 
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A.3 Moorooka existing residential area 

Indicative examples of streetscape and character housing that may be impacted by up-zoning. 

Figure 18 Indicative Moorooka Character Housing (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 19 Indicative Moorooka Residential Streetscape (source: site photo) 
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APPENDIX B INFRASTRUCTURE 
CONSTRAINTS 

B.1 Congestion and Heavy Vehicle Traffic on Ipswich Road 

Figure 20 Ipswich Road near to Moorooka Train Station (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 21 Ipswich Road – Typical Streetscape (source: site photo) 
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B.2 Problem Pedestrian Crossing on Orange Grove Road 

This problem un-signalised pedestrian crossing that Council is required to address for road safety. 

Figure 22 Indicative Salisbury Character Housing Renovation (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 23 Unscientific Poll on Salisbury Community Grapevine Facebook Group (source: Facebook) 
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B.3 Rail Bridge at Muriel Avenue 

Figure 24 Muriel Avenue Low Clearance Rail Bridge Approach – Looking South (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 25 Muriel Avenue Low Clearance Rail Bridge Approach – Detail (source: site photo) 
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B.4 Rail Level Crossing at Fairlie Terrace 

Figure 26 Fairlie Avenue – Level Crossing Approach (source: site photo) 

 

Figure 27 Fairlie Avenue – Level Crossing (source: site photo) 
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APPENDIX C ARTC INLAND RAIL AND 
HEAVY VEHICLE MANAGEMENT 

Background 

As concerned local residents, we believe it is critical that in considering any proposed land-use planning 

changes the Brisbane City Council should closely consult with the State Government, the Commonwealth 

Government, the Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) and affected residents and businesses within the 

southern suburban footprint of Brisbane, to ensure that the impacts of the proposed Inland Rail project on 

the amenity and liveability of these suburbs, as well as on the operation of the suburban passenger 

rail and road network be adequately assessed and taken into account. 

The local area is a vital link for road and rail freight traffic, with significant warehousing and distribution facilities 

locally and major road links to the Port of Brisbane from Ipswich and Beaudesert Roads. The Aurizon 

Intermodal rail terminal at Acacia Ridge is also a generator of heavy freight traffic onto the local road network. 

These freight movements create significant noise and atmospheric pollution loads for residents on the corridor 

and add large traffic burdens to the roads. It also restricts opportunities for other modes of transport, be they 

private vehicles, public transport, active transport or safe and equitable access. 

Currently, only a single gazetted state-controlled freight corridor, known as the “Brisbane Urban Corridor” 

(BUC), transects the area; connecting the Ipswich Motorway at Rocklea in the west, to the Gateway Motorway 

at Mackenzie in the east. The BUC consists of Granard Road, Riawena Road, Kessells Road and Mount 

Gravatt Capalaba Road. To this day the corridor remains unfit for purpose as a gazetted freight route and 

contributes to congestion where it interfaces with dense urban & retail areas, particularly in the vicinity of the 

Westfield Garden City shopping centre at Upper Mount Gravatt. 

We are advocating for a comprehensive heavy vehicle management plan 

The Forum (SBSF) is currently advocating for the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) to 

undertake a comprehensive heavy vehicle management plan as an important first step in planning a local 

transport network that meets future needs and secures the lifestyle and liveability for the residents and 

businesses that live and invest within our suburbs. 

This plan would identify a program of infrastructure upgrades on those roads designated to carry freight loads, 

that could facilitate a ban on containerised road freight from using local roads that are unsuitable for this 

function. Importantly, this plan should consider the impact of the ARTC Inland Rail Project and the potential 

unloading of containerised freight at the Acacia Ridge Intermodal on to the surrounding road network. 

After discussions with senior officers of the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) in the offices of 

MP for Toohey, Mr Peter Russo on the 1st of October, 2019, on Mr Russo’s suggestion members of the forum 

prepared a parliamentary petition requesting funding be allocated in the state budget under the Queensland 

Transport and Infrastructure Plan (QTRIP) for a heavy vehicle movement study to be undertaken to examine 

the impacts of the proposed ARTC Inland Rail project’s anticipated increase at unloading at the Acacia Ridge 

Intermodal on the surrounding suburban road network on Brisbane’s southside. 

In advance of the 2020 state election we took this petition to be sponsored by Mansfield MP Corrine McMillan, 

who received it with interest. Corrine forwarded this petition to the offices of the Minister for Transport and 

Main Roads (Mr Mark Bailey, MP for Miller) where it has remained and we are yet to be informed of it being 

actioned. 
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In absence of any action by the state government, we are happy to work with Brisbane City Council to have a 

Councillor sponsored petition calling for the State Government to fund and undertake this vital study.  

It is critical for the southern suburbs of Brisbane that the Council, State and Federal governments work closely 

together in a bipartisan fashion on a coordinated plan that will address these issues for the benefit of the local 

communities and businesses that live and operate within it. The wording of this parliamentary petition is 

contained in Appendix D. 

The current operation of rail and road freight locally 

My own observations are based on lived local experience, engineering knowledge of the operation of the rail 

and road network, study of various technical reports, plans, reading previous submissions to previous enquiries 

and from consulting with transport and logistics operators, truck drivers, traincrew, rail operations personnel, 

local elected officials and residents. 

Issues on the local road network 

Currently the BUC is the only east-west state-controlled road corridor through the suburban footprint that is 

gazetted to carry containerised road freight. However, TMR has implemented a ban on through truck deliveries 

originating west of Gailes bound for a “non-local destination” from using the BUC and requires that they instead 

use the Logan / Gateway Motorway route (a.k.a. the “southern freight bypass”) and has implemented truck 

monitoring on Riawena Road, to issue fines to heavy vehicles that do not comply. 

Whilst well intentioned, this appears to be causing some heavy vehicle operators to choose to use alternative 
routes (including Council roads) through this region as they seek to avoid fines and tolls. Despite these roads 
not being suitable approved multi-combination routes, a lack of enforcement from TMR and QLD Police is 
resulting a significant amount of this containerised road freight utilising these local roads causing a reduction 
in amenity for the densely populated residential, business and dining areas as they pass through on their way 
to the port and other destinations. Despite the local source of nuisance and congestion at the Boundary Road 
rail level crossing at Coopers Plains, a significant portion of this traffic is utilising the Boundary Road / 
McCullough Street corridor through Sunnybank Central daily. 

In addition, a significant amount of containerised road freight is generated locally from broken down loads at 

the Acacia Ridge facility and from other warehousing and distribution facilities locally and is not restricted from 

using the BUC to access the port and other destinations. During the day, the BUC can become extremely 

congested, particularly around the Westfield Garden City shopping precinct around the Kessels Road / Logan 

Road intersection and further along on the heavily constrained Mount Gravatt Capalaba Road residential 

corridor (especially at the Newnham Road intersection). This pushes many of the transport operators to rely 

more heavily on the local Council roads that they should not be using. 

As concerned local residents, our fear is that a continuation of current trends of the bulk of this freight being 

unloading onto trucks (given the current low share of  urban freight moved by rail) and without enforcement 

measures to prevent the illegal use of local roads by the major road freight transport operators, an increase in 

rail freight arriving at the Acacia Ridge Intermodal will likely worsen an already chronic local truck problem. 

Controlling freight movements on the road network is notoriously difficult because when obstacles such as 

enforcement and road congestion are presented, the transport operators have an established record of finding 

a path of least resistance in seeking out alternative routes to avoid expense, complications and delays to their 

operations. Studies show that increasing the share of the urban freight task carried by rail is the most effective 

way to reduce the impact and pressure on the local road network. Consideration should therefore be given to 

any obstacles that inhibit a greater share of the urban freight task being taken up by rail. 
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APPENDIX D SBSF PETITION FOR A 
HEAVY VEHICLE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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Email:    max@formationcivil.com.au 
Submitter:   Mr Max Hooper (CPEng, RPEQ) 
Address:   31 Beaton Street, Coopers Plains QLD 4108 
Mobile:    0413 690 705 
Party Member:   Yes 
Parliamentary Sponsor: Corrine McMillan 
Address:   12 Mount Gravatt-Capalaba Road, Upper Mount Gravatt QLD 4108 
For the State Electors of:  Mansfield, Toohey, Miller, Algester, Stretton, Greenslopes, 

Chatsworth & Lytton 

 
“Heavy vehicle & freight movement study for the Brisbane Urban Corridor (BUC) and surrounds” 
 
Grievance 186 words + Action Required 57 words = Total 243 words (word limit = 250 words). 
 
Grievance (This petition draws to the attention of the house): 
 
The Brisbane Urban Corridor (Granard-Riawena-Kessels Rds) is a vital link for road freight traffic 
between Beaudesert Road and the Gateway Motorway, with significant warehousing and distribution 
facilities across the Inner West, including Aurizon’s Acacia Ridge Intermodal Facility at Acacia Ridge. 
 
These freight movements are creating significant noise and atmospheric pollution loads for residents 
on the corridor and add to congestion, impacting heavily on road safety and urban amenity. These 
impacts are projected to worsen when the ARTC Inland Rail Project is extended to the Acacia Ridge 
Intermodal Facility. 

 
The State Government has implemented truck monitoring on Riawena Road, to deter heavy vehicles 
bound for a “non-local destination”. This traffic must use the Logan/Gateway Motorway route (the 
“southern bypass”). 

 
Whilst well intentioned, transport operators are choosing to use other unsuitable Council roads (such 
as Boundary Rd/McCullough St and Beenleigh Rd) to transit locally generated containerised road 
freight through this region as they seek to avoid fines and tolls. 
 
These routes are not currently approved Multi-Combination Vehicle (MCV) routes, as designated by 
the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR), and their use for freight operations is illegal. 
 
Action Required (The petitioners therefore request the house to): 
 
Funding is requested under the Queensland Transport Road Investment Program (QTRIP) for a 
heavy vehicle and freight movement study that takes into account the expected impact of the Inland 
Rail Project; heavy freight vehicle bans on local Council roads; and identifies the necessary road 
infrastructure required to facilitate the efficient operation of the National Intermodal Freight task. 
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APPENDIX E MEDIA FOR INLAND RAIL 
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The federal government needs to abandon the Inland Rail Project, which is a hopeless infrastructure plan that will
trash local farming assets, according to Sky…



M



FROM OUR PARTNERS 

Watch the new season of Dave on BINGE Get BINGE Basic from only $10/mth

February 18, 2020. Federal Labor leader Anthony Albanese addresses Queensland farmers and rural residents
gathered…







Sky News understands Agriculture Minister David Littleproud had a "stoush" where he was said to have “torn strips”



Sky News understands Agriculture Minister David Littleproud had a "stoush" where he was said to have “torn strips”
off…











FROM OUR PARTNERS 

Watch the new season of Dave on BINGE Get BINGE Basic from only $10/mth









 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Anthony Shorten 

LNP Candidate for 
Toohey 

Labor Reps at odds about trucks, while community suffers   

Labor politicians can’t agree about truck traffic through our suburbs with one even missing in action.  
While Labor politicians argue amongst themselves the Southside suffer.    

The current Federal Labor Member for Moreton is grandstanding against trucks, the Moorooka 
Labor Councillor seems to want to encourage more trucks caught on local roads, while the Labor 
State Member for Sunnybank is in hiding. 

“Labor is taking the votes of the people of Coopers Plains for granted.  Wall to wall Labor in our area 
has not delivered for our community”. Mr. Shorten said. 

“Three years ago the Labor State Member campaigned to “fix” the crossing.  We now know he is 
now the MP but in his case this means Missing Person. On the crossing, on parking around Altandi 
Station, on skyrocketing electricity prices, he is nowhere to be seen. 

“I was raised in Coopers Plains.  I know fixing the crossing has been talked about my entire 48 years.  
There is need, not because of the trucks, but because our community should not be split by the 
railway line. 

“Our area doesn't deserve more trucks on our suburban streets yet this seems what Labor plans.   

“Local people tell me we need a truck traffic management plan which prevents the use of the 
Boundary Road/McCullough Street local road corridor as a rat run from the interstate freight 
terminal at Acacia Ridge for trucks heading to the Gateway Motorway. 

“Firstly freight to the Port of Brisbane should be on the Rail Freight Line but freight on trucks should 
be on Kessels Road.  The $400 million upgrade to the intersection of Kessels and Mains Rd was 
supposed to be for trucks. 

“My plan for Coopers Plains is Simple.  An overpass to assist local traffic, coupled with a rigorous 
local traffic management plan for local streets, so trucks with local deliveries are the only ones on 
local roads like Beenleigh Road, Boundary Road and McCullough Street. 

“It took the former Member for Moreton, the Hon Gary Hardgrave to deliver the overpass at 
Beaudesert Road, Acacia Ridge. Ten years ago the Prime Minister the Hon John Howard backed a 
local area traffic plan for Coopers Plains and Sunnybank.  We need this plan more than ever”. Ends 

Media enquiries.  Anthony Shorten 0417446098 
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APPENDIX F DISCUSSION PAPER FOR 
AN EAST-WEST TRUCK TUNNEL 
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FROM OUR PARTNERS 

Watch Friends: The Reunion on BINGE Get BINGE Basic from only $10/mth



The federal government needs to abandon the Inland Rail Project, which is a hopeless infrastructure plan that will
trash…
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APPENDIX G PROPOSED TRUCK 
RESTRICTIONS SOUTHERN BRISBANE 
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